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Vale of White Horse District Council Report
Abbey Fishponds, Besselsleigh Wood & Tuckmill Meadows: (July - September)

1. Actions from the previous quarter
- 

2. Brief overview for the quarter
·  

3. Discussion Points
- 

4. KPIs
-      Improve the status of Tuckmill Meadows SSSI from Unfavourable Declining to Recovering. 
· 
· High levels of volunteer and community engagement maintained and promoted. 
· 
· Site Management
· Abbey Fishponds
· 
· Besselsleigh
· 
· Tuckmill Meadows
· 
· Graziers, subcontractors and volunteers are properly managed and monitored. 
· 
· Customer complaints dealt with according to the councils’ service standards.
· 

5. Actions
- 

6. Volunteering 
· Which groups were there?
· Number of total volunteer hours (data from Nic)

7. Wardening 
Each site is visited at least once a week by an Earth Trust ranger as well as additional visits from volunteer wardens. During each visit, our wardens check all site furniture, litter pick, check for any safety concerns and record any interesting wildlife they come across. All of this is then reported back to the Earth Trust. 
	Location
	Date
	Hazard
	Priority
	Actioned

	Abbey Fishponds
	02/09/2026
	A tree limb had snapped over the footpath
	High
	Brash was removed and tree cut back to keep footpath clear

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Total number of volunteer visits & to each site:
Abbey Fishponds:
Besselsleigh Wood:
Tuckmill Meadows:

8. Grazing / hay cutting
· 

9. Events
· 
 
10. Survey work
· ABF: butterfly transect 
· Tuckmill: orchid count

11. Management tasks 
	Location
	Habitat Management
	Who

	Abbey Fishponds
	The encroaching reeds were cut back from the footpath 
	Wednesday Group

	
	The reeds in the northern fen were cut to help the marsh lousewort
	Thursday Group

	
	Perimeter footpaths were cleared of overhanging vegetation
	Thursday Group

	
	A tree limb had snapped over a footpath and was cleared to keep the footpath accessible 
	Thursday Group

	Besselsleigh Wood
	Pulled Himalayan balsam
	Thursday Group

	
	The old den was removed 
	Monday Group

	
	The bridge in the middle of the woods was removed, and a culvert was dug in to help with flooding
	Monday Group

	
	Installation of a new photo station at the Appleford entrance
	Besselsleigh Group

	
	The pond had dried up due to weather, so volunteers went in and dug out the willow stumps to prevent them from growing back in the future
	Besselsleigh Group

	Tuckmill Meadows
	Patches of thistles were scythed before they went to seed
	Tuckmill Group

	
	Signs were put up at either end of the old boardwalk to prevent people from using it
	Tuckmill Group

	
	The path from the bridge at the bottom of the reserve to the woods was scythed to encourage walkers to use that instead of the boardwalk
	Tuckmill Group

	
	The steps on the bridge were topped up with stone to reduce the chances of someone tripping
	Tuckmill Group

	
	Low, overhanging tree branches were cut back from the footpath
	Tuckmill Group

	
	The final boardwalk was removed in preparation for the new one to be installed
	Tuckmill Group
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