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Vale of White Horse District Council Report
Abbey Fishponds, Besselsleigh Wood & Tuckmill Meadows: January – March 2026

1. Actions from the previous quarter
- Book separate Vale reporting meeting (TS).
- Follow up with tree safety concerns at Besselsleigh (TS).

2. Brief overview for the quarter
- Finish winter work around trees, hedgerow and scrub clearance.

3. Discussion Points
- Tuckmill boardwalks.
- Tuckmill security.
- Besselsleigh management plan.
- Tree Safety.

4. KPIs
-      Improve the status of Tuckmill Meadows SSSI from Unfavourable Declining to Recovering. 
· Grazing proving successful in reducing cover of rank vegetation.
· Volunteer efforts to clear scrub have drastically improved the site.
· High levels of volunteer and community engagement maintained and promoted. 
· Regular communication has been maintained with the two new volunteer groups to discuss training, PPE and tool requirements.
· ET Staff attended the Besselsleigh Wood Group AGM to provide an update and discuss the management plan which was well received.
· New volunteer group at Tuckmill Meadows is growing slowly but is attracting new, regular volunteers.
· New butterfly transects have been created at Tuckmill and Besselsleigh Wood and training sessions have been run for 6 new, local volunteers.
· Site Management
· Abbey Fishponds
· Willow removed from fen to promote species rich fen restoration.
· Besselsleigh
· Footpaths improvements have continued.
· Small scale tree planting to introduce more diversity.
· Tuckmill Meadows
· Construction has begun on the first of the new boardwalks.
· Graziers, subcontractors and volunteers are properly managed and monitored. 
· Regular communication with Tuckmill stock watchers has ensured regular health checks and supplementary feeding of Dexter cattle.
· Customer complaints dealt with according to the councils’ service standards.
· One complaint from a neighbour at Abbey Fishponds regarding thorny vegetation by a path has been resolved.

5. Actions
- Undertake tree safety survey/initial inspection with contractors at BLW.
· TS to talk to Chris about chainsaw training at BLW.
· TR to talk to Rob about BLW training requirements.

6. Volunteering 
· Volunteering on these sites includes the local volunteer teams, our Monday, Wednesday and Thursday practical work parties, our volunteer wardens and our wildlife surveyors.
· Volunteer hours will be updated annually in the April – June report.

7. Wardening 
Each site is visited at least once a week by an Earth Trust ranger as well as additional visits from volunteer wardens. During each visit, our wardens check all site furniture, litter pick, check for any safety concerns and record any interesting wildlife they come across. All of this is then reported back to the Earth Trust. 
	Location
	Date
	Hazard
	Priority
	Actioned

	Abbey Fishponds
	26/02/26
	Someone had dumped a BBQ on site
	Low
	Removed on 02/03/26

	Abbey Fishponds
	21/02/26
	Reports of blackthorn overhanging footpath at eye level
	Medium
	Blackthorn cut back on 02/03/26



Total number of volunteer visits & to each site:
Abbey Fishponds: 6
Besselsleigh Wood: 32
Tuckmill Meadows: 0 we are recruiting volunteers locally to warden, we have 3 ‘informal’ wardens but weekly visits are undertaken by staff.

8. Grazing / hay cutting
· Three dexters have been grazing the whole site since 24/09/25.

9. Events
· Introduction to butterfly surveys were run at both Besselsleigh Wood and Tuckmill Meadows on 17/03/2026
 
10. Survey work
· No survey work has been undertaken during this time on the community reserves but new butterfly transects have established ready for surveying in April.

11. Management tasks 
	Location
	Habitat Management
	Who

	Abbey Fishponds
	The post & rail fence at the northern entrance was repaired 
	Wednesday Group

	
	Logs were stacked in the fen after willow trees were felled at the end of the previous year
	Wednesday Group

	
	Brash from the felled trees was used to create a dead hedge along the perimeter of the fen and more logs were removed to created log piles
	Thursday Group

	
	The perimeter footpaths were cleared of overhanging vegetation
	Thursday Group

	
	Areas of grassland around daisy bank were scythed to keep on top of growth
	Thursday Group

	
	Some of the willow trees in the northern fen were felled 
	Rangers

	
	Processed logs and brash were added to the existing log piles and dead hedges
	Thursday Group

	
	More woodchip was put down on the footpath leading from Hadland road
	Thursday Group

	Besselsleigh Wood
	Removed fallen willows from the pond area to open it up and let more light in 
	Rangers

	
	Ongoing repairs and maintenance to footpaths around the site to make them more accessible for visitors
	Besselsleigh Group

	
	Trees in the pond were cut and removed from the boat 
	Rangers

	Tuckmill Meadows
	A large patch of brambles and blackthorn was removed and burnt
	Tuckmill Work party 

	
	Clearance of cut reeds and created two new piles for cuttings 
	Tuckmill Work Party

	
	Cutting & burning of rank vegetation in orchid glades
	Tuckmill Work Party

	
	Uprooting blackthorn stumps in the stock pen area
	Tuckmill Work Party

	
	Materials purchased for Tuckmill Boardwalk and taken to site.
	Rangers
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