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South Oxfordshire District Council Report
Wallingford Castle Meadows, Riverside Meadows & Mowbray Fields: January – March 2026
1. Actions from previous quarter
- TS to chase up payment to Castle Water.
- TS to follow up with legal team regarding narrowboat.
- TS to follow up with Grounds Maintenance team regarding Mowbray Security.
- Community Action contact regarding sign and bug hotel at Mowbray.

2. Brief overview for the quarter
· Finish winter work around trees, hedgerow and scrub clearance.

3. Discussion Points 
- Anti-social behaviour at Mowbray Fields, change to boardwalk layout.
- Cycling without Age

4. KPIs
· High levels of volunteer and community engagement maintained and promoted.
· Saturday work party at WCM continues to expand, now frequently attended by more than 10 local volunteers.
· ET staff attended Crowmarsh Parish Nature Space to advise on management of their land.
· Monitor and report on visitor numbers and satisfaction at Wallingford Castle Meadows.
· Green Flag application submitted.
· Ongoing work to develop survey which can be completed online and advertised via a QR code.
· Survey to be introduced along with updated signage delayed until Summer.
· Site Management
· Wallingford Castle Meadows
· Cutting back along fencelines to make repairs.
· Clearing litter and debris from flooding.
· Removing brambles from the banks of the SM to reduce cover for rabbits.
· Riverside Meadows
· Fence repairs in Field C.
· Clearance of drainage ditch alongside bridge.
· Scrub cleared from medieval ditch.
· Mowbray Fields
· Repairs made to vandalised boardwalk.
· Camp and associated litter tidied up in fill pond.
· Cutting back along footpaths to maintain open routes.
· Provisions of Higher-Level Stewardship are undertaken. 
· Grazing at Wallingford Castle Meadows and Riverside Meadows undertaken as laid out in HLS agreement. 
· Graziers, subcontractors and volunteers are properly managed and monitored. 
· All volunteer work parties are supervised by trained volunteer leaders and have a staff lead to support them whenever required. 
· Grazier Andrew Townsend works closely with ET staff to time grazing and to resolve other ad-hoc situations. 
· Customer complaints dealt with according to the councils’ service standards.
· Ongoing issue with resident narrowboat at Riverside Meadows, we have been liaising with parish council and neighbours to update them on progress.

5. Actions
· TS to chase up payment to Castle Water.
· TS to follow up with legal team regarding narrowboat.
· TS to follow up with Grounds Maintenance team regarding Mowbray Security.
· Community Action contact regarding sign and bug hotel at Mowbray.

6. Volunteering
- Volunteering on these sites includes our Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday practical work parties, our volunteer wardens and our wildlife surveyors.
- Volunteer hours will be updated annually in the April – June report.

7. Wardening 
Each site is visited at least once a week by an Earth Trust ranger as well as additional visits from volunteer wardens. During each visit, our wardens check all site furniture, litter pick, check for any safety concerns and record any interesting wildlife they come across. All of this is then reported back to the Earth Trust. 
	Location
	Date
	Hazard
	Priority
	Actioned

	Wallingford Castle Meadows
	11/01/26
	Flagpole has been damaged in winds
	Low
	Contractors repaired this on 19/03/26

	Mowbray Fields
	11/03/26
	Dog bins were overflowing
	Low
	Reported to council and actioned the same week.

	Mowbray Fields
	17/03/26
	Broken kickboard on the circular boardwalk
	Low
	Repaired on 24/03/26



Total number of volunteer visits & to each site:
Wallingford Castle Meadows: 14
Riverside Meadows: 9
Mowbray Fields: 11

8. Grazing / hay cutting
· Cattle came off WCM ahead of flooding in Jan and will resume grazing in May/June.
9. Events
- We ran no events from Oct-Dec on the community reserves.
 
10. Survey work
- We undertook no surveys from Oct-Dec on the community reserves but the survey season resumes in April.

11. Management tasks 
	Location
	Habitat Management
	Who

	Wallingford Castle Meadows
	Cleared vegetation in Kings Meadow along the fenceline in preparation for the fence to be replaced
	Saturday Group

	
	Removed bin at the cemetery lane entrance 
	Saturday Group

	
	Installation of ‘number 7’ waymarker post
	Saturday Group

	
	Cleared vegetation along perimeter fence from stock pen to Castle Gardens entrance in preparation for sections of fence to be replaced
	Saturday Group

	
	Installation of ‘number 1’ waymarker post
	Saturday Group

	Riverside Meadows
	Cleared drainage ditch from the bridge of debris.
	Saturday Group

	
	Cleared scrub from Medieval ditch.
	Saturday Group

	Mowbray Fields
	Cleared camp from within Fill Pond.
	ET Rangers

	
	Repaired boardwalk in Fill Pond.
	ET Rangers
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