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This risk assessment will be updated annually following a review or whenever further risks or control measures are identified.

Prior to the task taking place the task leader will assess the task and give a risk assessment briefing to all staff and volunteers to include use of tools, site conditions, manual handling etc.

	PPE required to carry out this task:
	· Steel toe-capped boots
· Gloves
· Eye protection if striking metal with metal.

	Training required to carry out this task:
	In-house

	Can this task be carried out by a lone worker:
	No

	Minimum level of first aid required to carry out this task:
(EFAW, FAAW, FAAW+F)
	EFAW 1:50




	
HAZARD
Potential Harm
	
PEOPLE AT RISK 
	
EXISTING CONTROL METHODS
Staff and volunteers instructed or trained to:
	
FURTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED


	CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

	
	
	
	
	WHO
	WHEN
	COMPLETED

	Loading, transporting, using and unloading tools: 
Cuts/strain injury from repeated lifting, twisting and bending e.g. muscle strain
	Staff, volunteers & bystanders
	Follow Manual Handling Risk Assessment.
Load vehicle blades first for safe unloading.
	
	
	
	

	Unsafe tool:
Axe head or sledgehammer coming loose, flying off and causing injury
	Operator, bystanders
	Prior to every use, check that the axe/sledgehammer is in good condition and fit for purpose.
Do not use equipment if compromised.
	
	
	
	

	Using axe/sledgehammer:
Laceration or bruise injury, muscular injury, skeletal injury, flying debris.

	Operator, bystanders
	Steel toe-capped boots must always be worn.
Keep area in-front of axe swing completely clear.
Logs must be split on a stable block and on even and firm ground.
Keep work area clear of trip hazards.
Demonstrate good posture to minimise muscular injury.
Ensure good grip with either latex-coated gloves or bare-hands.
Do not strike metal on metal unless necessary; wear eye protection and increase safe working distance to 10m if so.
Check condition of metal tools and do not use if showing cracks/fractures.
	
	
	
	

	Flying debris:
Cuts/ other injury from flying debris
	Operator, bystanders
	Ensure all are working to safe-working distance:
· at least 5 metres between operators and bystanders/co-workers.
If striking metal on metal ensure operators are wearing eye protection and adjust safe working distance to 10m.
	
	
	
	

	Using a log grenade:
Laceration injury, skeletal injury.

	Operator, bystanders
	Only use a log grenade if necessary.
Wear eye protection and increase safe working distance to 10m.
Reposition log grenade if placed in area with high tension (it rebounds on impact).
	
	
	
	

	Operator Fatigue:
	Operator
	Operator to take regular breaks as required.

	
	
	
	


The task covered by this risk assessment should only be carried out by a member of staff or volunteer who is trained and authorised to do so. If you have any medical condition which might increase the likelihood of an accident or injury resulting from carrying out this task then you must discuss this with and be authorised by your line manager, before you attempt the task.

	 
	Assessment date
	Assessor
	Position

	Assessment undertaken on:
	December 2012
	Chris Parker
	Warden

	Review 1 completed:
	06/02/2013
	Andy Johnson
	Farm Manager

	Review 2 completed:
	06/03/2014
	Luisa Boheimer
	Warden

	Review 3 completed:
	28/04/2015
	Steve Wrigley
	Warden

	Review 4 completed:
	25/10/2016
	Steve Wrigley
	Warden

	Review 5 completed:
	08/08/2017
	George Cooper
	Warden

	Review 6 completed:
	11/12/2018
	Tim Read
	Senior Warden

	Review 7 completed:
	08/10/2019
	Tim Read
	Senior Warden

	Review 8 completed:
	02/09/2021
	Tristan Leslie 
	Ranger

	Review 9 completed:
	03/09/2024
	Tim Read
	Countryside Manager

	Review 10 completed:
	27/01/2024
	Tim Read
	Countryside Manager
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