 Task Risk Assessment
 Task: Hand Pulling Weeds								Date: 18/06/2025
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This risk assessment will be updated annually following a review or whenever further risks or control measures are identified.

Prior to the task taking place the task leader will assess the task and give a risk assessment briefing to all staff and volunteers to include use of tools, site conditions, manual handling etc.

	PPE required to carry out this task:
	Sturdy, gardening type gloves
Arms and legs fully covered
Sturdy footwear
Facemask (Ragwort - optional)

	Training required to carry out this task:
	In house induction


	Can this task be carried out by a lone worker:
	Yes


	Minimum level of first aid required to carry out this task:
(EFAW, FAAW, FAAW+F)
	EFAW 1:50





	
HAZARD
Potential Harm
	
PEOPLE AT RISK 
	
EXISTING CONTROL METHODS
Staff and volunteers instructed or trained to:
	
FURTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED


	CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

	
	
	
	
	WHO
	WHEN
	COMPLETED

	Adverse weather conditions:
Injury resulting from extreme weather conditions. 
	Staff
Volunteers
	Check weather forecast prior to starting work.
Prepare for expected weather conditions e.g. sunscreen, extra water, extra layers or waterproofs.
Monitor conditions throughout and stop if it becomes unsafe to continue.
	If session in woods, or trees are overhanging area, beafort scale of 7 (32mph) or over would usually require cancellation/change of site/activity as appropriate.
	
	
	

	Uneven surfaces and trip hazards:
Bruises, lacerations, sprains, strains, broken bones.
	Staff
Volunteers
	Wear appropriate footwear for the task and conditions.
Identify uneven surfaces or trip hazards and maintain a clear working area.
Designate areas to store tools, equipment and waste materials.
	Site to be checked as best as possible prior to start of session for any obvious or significant slip, trip, fall hazards. Hazards to be cleared or pointed out throughout the session.
	
	
	

	Back injury from dragging & pulling:
Sprains, strains.
	Staff
Volunteers
	Not exceed personal capabilities.
Adhere to guidance in the Manual Handling Risk Assessment
Use appropriate tools where applicable to minimise strain (e.g. lazy dog)
Health and safety talk given prior to start of task
	All LM staff to complete Manual Handling training on Sharepoint.
	
	
	August 2024

	Infection / Disease:
Weil’s Disease, Lyme’s Disease etc. 
	Staff
Volunteers
	Keep cuts and abrasions covered.
Wash hands before eating and smoking.
Check for Ticks regularly throughout summer months.
	
	
	
	

	Dog faeces – risk of toxoplasmosis
	Staff Volunteers
	Watch where they are putting tools
Understand the risks associated with dog faeces when working
	
	
	
	



The task covered by this risk assessment should only be carried out by a member of staff or volunteer who is trained and authorised to do so. If you have any medical condition which might increase the likelihood of an accident or injury resulting from carrying out this task then you must discuss this with and be authorised by your line manager, before you attempt the task.

	
	Assessment date
	Assessor
	Position 

	Initial assessment undertaken on
	18/06/2025
	Tim Read
	Countryside Manager

	Review 1 completed:
	
	
	

	Review 2 completed:
	
	
	

	Review 3 completed:
	
	
	

	Review 4 completed:
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